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Envision Duxbury: Comprehensive Master Plan 

Open Space and Recreation Element 
 

Key Findings 
 
The Town of Duxbury has an incredible wealth of open space and recreational resources, and it is the reason 
that many residents are attracted to the town. Resources such as Duxbury Beach, Duxbury Bay, and the 
greenbelt of conservation land contribute significantly to the character of and quality of life in town, in 
addition to their ecological and recreational value. Community Survey respondents support the continued 
acquisition and preservation of land for protection of Duxbury’s natural areas and drinking water supply, 
the latter being the primary rationale behind past open space planning because of the Town’s dependence 
on groundwater. As remaining land for both preservation and development grows scarce, land acquisition 
should be done in a strategic manner that incorporates smart growth principles. 
 
Residents desire more opportunities for safe walking and biking in Duxbury; this was mentioned frequently 
in the online Community Survey and during the November 2017 Public Forum. The Town should prioritize 
where sidewalks, walking paths, and bike lanes should be added to connect open spaces and historic assets, 
as well as connect residential neighborhoods to major destinations, such as Hall’s Corner and the Middle-
High School complex. If the Town invests in these facilities, the planning and design should be consistent with 
the character of Duxbury and consider future maintenance and upkeep needs. 
 
It is important that providing recreational opportunities does not negatively impact Duxbury’s natural 
environment. This is often difficult, and conflicts can exist between balancing recreational beachgoers and 
rare bird species on Duxbury Beach, as well as motor boating and eelgrass beds in Duxbury Bay. 
Recreational opportunities that increase public access to Duxbury’s waterfront and improve access for 
residents with disabilities should be prioritized. In terms of active recreation facilities like playgrounds and 
fields, residents have called both for better maintenance of existing facilities as well as the development of 
new facilities as funds become available. All future open space and recreation planning should also consider 
the permanent effects of climate change and long-term strategies should be developed to protect sensitive 
resources like Duxbury Beach. 
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Introduction 
 
Open space is entwined in the history of Duxbury, and it remains a treasured community asset today. The 
Wampanoags who first inhabited the area as early 12,000 years ago were drawn to the coastal area’s 
vast resources for fishing, hunting, and farming. Later, European colonists established a quiet farming and 
fishing community in Duxbury. During the first half of the 19th century, the town’s coastal location enabled it 
to become one of the largest and most famous shipbuilding centers in the world. When the shipbuilding 
industry declined, Duxbury’s rural character and beautiful bay supported a successful tourism industry which 
enabled the town to come out of economic decline.  
 
Today, open space and recreation resources continue to attract residents and visitors to Duxbury, and they 
contribute to the town’s high quality of life. Not only does outdoor recreation promote healthy lifestyles, 
public open space areas also provide an important setting for community life and socializing. Beyond its 
benefits for human enjoyment, open space provides vital habitat for plants and animals, protects 
groundwater resources, and serves as a protective factor against the impacts of climate change. 
 
The Town of Duxbury recently completed an Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) update process. The 
OSRP provides a comprehensive overview of the Town’s cultural and natural history, a detailed inventory of 
all open space and recreational resources in Duxbury, and recommendations for protecting and improving 
these resources. A Seven-Year Action Plan provides detailed steps for achieving the plan’s goals and 
objectives, including the relevant parties responsible, timeframe for achieving the action, and potential 
funding sources. This element of Envision Duxbury provides a summary and highlights key recommendations 
of the recently-completed OSRP, as well as referencing other recent planning efforts like the 2015 Athletic 
Field Utilization Study. 
 

Existing Conditions 
 

Geology, Soils, and Topography 
 
It is important to understand the interrelation between geology, soils, and topography, especially in a coastal 
town like Duxbury, because each physical component comes with its own inherent potential and limitations. 
This understanding can help guide future land use into patterns that avoid or limit environmental damage 
and degradation. Areas of town that have historically been unsuitable for development because of these 
physical constraints have become some of Duxbury’s most prized conservation resources. 
 
Duxbury’s land features are a function of its underlying surficial geological deposits. Its physical 
characteristics are derived from two distinct periods: the Proterozoic bedrock from several billion years ago 
and the gravel, sand, silts, and clay from the Pleistocene glacial period. The sand and gravel layer contains 
the town’s aquifer. Bedrock outcroppings can be found in the bay at Cripple Rock and Bay Farm, as well as 
along Temple Street near the Pembroke line. The geologic deposits overlying this bedrock base resulted 
from the late Wisconsian stage of glacial activity. 
 
Soil types are among the considerations that generally define land use potential for an area. Duxbury’s soils 
are mostly well- to excessively- drained, with slopes ranging from level to very steep. The primary soil types 
found in town are Scituate-Essex-Merrimac and Hinckley-Merrimac-Muck, with a small percentage (3%) of 
land consisting of Hinckley-Carver Association soils on extremely steep slopes. The latter soil type provides 
the most favorable groundwater recharge conditions and is a critical component of the town’s soil makeup.  
 
Distinct variations in Duxbury’s topography account for many areas of scenic, ecological, and historic 
importance. In general, the town’s topography gently slopes down from small hills to Duxbury and Kingston 
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Bays, a result of the slightly varied terrain produced by glacial activity during the last ice age. The land 
surface is level to gently rolling, with its highest elevation at 196 feet above mean seal level. Captains Hill, 
the site of the Myles Standish Monument and State Park, is the highest point in town. Low lying areas occur 
along Duxbury’s coast and salt marshes. 
 
 

Water Resources 
 

Surface Waters 
 
The eastern side of Duxbury is framed by Duxbury and Kingston Bays. Duxbury Bay, accessible by 14 Town 
landings, is formed by The Gurnet, a sandbar extending southeasterly from Marshfield into Cape Cod Bay. 
Kingston Bay is an inlet into the larger Plymouth Bay. Duxbury Bay supports both hard and soft shell clams, 
blue mussels, and oysters, and shellfish harvesting is a popular activity for both recreational and commercial 
purposes. In fiscal year 2015, 1,349 recreational permits and 66 commercial licenses were sold, generating 
$78,955 and $7,855, respectively. Over 82 acres of tidal flats in Duxbury are leased for shellfish farming, 
providing employment to over 200 individuals during the summer months. Duxbury Bay supports a number 
of other recreational activities, including boating, swimming, windsurfing, and fishing. In the winter, waterfowl 
hunting is a popular activity as the bay is home to mallard, common eider, goldeneye, bufflehead, and red 
breasted merganser. 
 
Duxbury Bay1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A number of rivers, brooks, and streams meander throughout Duxbury and connect waterbodies. The 
watersheds of many of these tributaries are located within Aquifer Protection Zoning District for Duxbury’s 
drinking water supply. Phillips Brook, Keene Brook, and an unnamed branch originating in the Loring 
cranberry bogs off East Street, along with water from inland marshes, bogs and reservoirs, converge near 
Temple Street in Camp Wing to become the South River. The river then courses through Marshfield where it 
joins the North River. Also flowing into Marshfield is the Green Harbor River, which originates at the Wright 
Reservoir, cranberry bogs, and marshes in North Duxbury. 
 
West Brook becomes Duck Hill River as it enters Duxbury Marsh and further downstream it becomes the 
scenic Back River and flows into Duxbury Bay. Pine Brook, Hall’s Brook, Bassett Brook, and Mile Brook, feed 
the Jones River, which provides habitat for fish, aquatic life and wildlife, and is also used for recreation. The 

                                                           
1 Photo source: http://newenglandboating.com/destinations/duxbury-bay/ 
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Bluefish River runs behind the St. George Street School Complex and courses through Wright’s Dike, a former 
ice pond for the Wright Estate that was once located on the former High School property, before mixing 
with saltwater from Duxbury Bay and terminating between Long Point and Bumpus Wharf. The river is listed 
as an anadromous fish run, with a privately owned fish ladder south of Harrison Street. 
 
Originating at Island Creek Pond, a stream flows south to Mill Pond and exits through the salt marsh near 
Hicks Point into Kingston Bay. Island Creek Pond, accessed from Tobey Garden Street, is the only Great 
Pond in Duxbury, a naturally occurring body of water of more than ten acres on which all Commonwealth 
citizens have the right to fish, fowl, and navigate. It is actively used for fishing, boating, and skating. Island 
Creek is the other anadromous fish run in Duxbury and contains two fish ladders which were reconstructed in 
2007 with CPA funds, under the guidance of the Duxbury Bay Management Commission, the MA Division of 
Fisheries, and the Duxbury Conservation Commission. In hopes of developing a robust fishery, the MA Division 
of Marine Fisheries stocks the pond with river herring and smelt, and counts are managed by the Conservation 
Commission and volunteers. 
 

Wetlands 
 
Wetlands are important natural features that have several functions, including flood protection, water 
filtration, erosion prevention, and provide natural habitat to wildlife. Wetlands can also be unique passive 
recreational areas. Duxbury has nearly 3,000 acres of wetlands, including saltwater marshes and freshwater 
ponds and wetlands. The magnificent Duxbury Marsh, located in the northeastern section of town, is the 
largest of the wetland areas at 1,000 acres in Duxbury and Marshfield. This highly productive marsh serves 
as both a food source and habitat for shellfish, fish, birds, and mammals. Twice daily tides bring nutrients 
and oxygen to the marsh and remove waste and debris. 
 
Duxbury Marsh2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cranberry bogs, which are located inland, are one of the most distinctive features in the Duxbury landscape, 
providing seasonal aesthetic, agricultural, and wetland values to the community. Duxbury was one of the 
first towns in Southeastern Massachusetts to purchase cranberry bogs for open space and to preserve this 
unique landscape and agricultural heritage. The bogs are under the oversight of the Conservation 
Commission and most are still in production, providing work for farmers and attractive areas for passive 
recreation. 
 

                                                           
2 Photo source: Shawn Dahlen 



5 

 

A number of potential vernal pools have been identified in Duxbury, and a few have been certified by the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program. Vernal pools are unique wetland 
habitats that serve as an important breeding ground and are home to a number of amphibians and 
invertebrate animals. Also known as ephemeral pools, autumnal pools, and temporary woodland ponds, 
these natural sites fill with water in the fall or winter due to rain and rising groundwater. They stay ponded 
through the spring and into summer, but tend to dry completely by the middle or end of the summer. This 
occasional drying prevents fish from permanently populating the pools, allowing amphibians and 
invertebrate species to reproduce without being targeted by fish predators.3 Certified vernal pools can 
usually be protected from development and are afforded protection under a number of state regulations. 
 
 

Vegetation 
 
From coastal dunes at its eastern shore to inland forest, freshwater ponds, and cranberry bogs, Duxbury 
possesses an extraordinary variety of habitats. As such, the town’s plant inventory is understandably 
extensive and diverse. Duxbury is also proud to report that it has received the Tree City USA award from 
the Arbor Day Foundation for 24 consecutive years. 
 
Duxbury Bay supports one of the most important aquatic resources: eelgrass (Zostera marina). Eelgrass grows 
in mud and muddy sand in estuarine waters that are protected from wave action and can be found in both 
lower intertidal and sub-tidal areas. According to a 2009 report from the Duxbury Bay Management 
Commission, eelgrass beds are significant to the marine environment because they facilitate sediment 
disposition and water quality, provide substrate for epiphyte algae and micro-invertebrates, and serve as 
a nursery for many species of fish and shellfish. Eelgrass beds are being lost at a fairly alarming rate, 
possibly due to increased turbidity and reduced light penetration, natural cyclical changes, disease, and 
boat propellers increasing wave action and uprooting the grass.  
 
The early settlers cut and cleared Duxbury’s forests for shipbuilding, fuel, and homes. In the late 1800s and 
early 1900s, the town’s landscape changed to open fields that supported farming and livestock. Eventually, 
agricultural land was allowed to go fallow and, consequently, much of the forest and any remaining fields 
have been lost to residential development. Duxbury’s inland forest areas are almost entirely second growth 
trees comprised mainly of two species: white pine and red oak.  
 
Duxbury’s Conservation Commission initiated an aggressive land acquisition campaign in the 1960s and 
continues to secure land that has important conservation values. The largest uninterrupted blocks of woodland 
are the North Hill Wildlife Sanctuary (1,000 acres of land and wetlands), Camp Wing Conservation Land 
(459 acres in Duxbury and Pembroke), and the Lansing Bennett Forest (344 acres). The latter is contiguous 
with 316 acres of the Ashdod Forest and 39 acres of the Black Friar Swamp and Swanson Conservation 
Land. Invasive plants are becoming a growing concern in the forested areas as they compete with native 
plants that are beneficial to migrating songbirds. Oriental honeysuckle, Asiatic bittersweet, multiflora rose, 
and Japanese honeysuckle are among the invasive species. 
 
 

Fisheries and Wildlife 
 

Marine Fisheries 
 
The marine and terrestrial habitats in and around Duxbury, Kingston, and Plymouth Bays support some of 
the State’s most important wildlife and fisheries. As such, the management and protection of the bay, salt 

                                                           
3 “Vernal Pools,” MA EOEEA, www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/vernal-pools 
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marsh, tidal flats, beach, and brackish tidal marsh are important in order to protect marine biodiversity. A 
constant challenge is balancing this along with recreational demands, residential and commercial 
development, and shellfish farming. 
 
Shellfishing has both commercial and recreational value in Duxbury and harvest species include soft shell 
clams, quahogs, mussels, razor clams, sea clams, and oysters. Just under 2% of Duxbury Bay and the Duxbury 
portion of Kingston Bay (82 acres) supports shellfish farming and is leased to Duxbury residents, who in turn 
hire high school and college students to do the farming. Grant sites are scattered throughout the bay in areas 
that avoid near shore shellfish beds, navigation channels, and eelgrass beds. The industry has proven to be 
very successful and Duxbury oysters are shipped throughout the U.S. and Asia. Annual oyster festivals have 
been very popular and often serve as fundraisers for academic scholarships and sustainable aquaculture in 
other countries. 
 
Merry Oysters from Duxbury4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Duxbury’s shellfish aquaculture industry provides many benefits to the community. According to the 2009 
Duxbury Aquaculture Management Plan, there are a variety of economic, environmental, and recreational 
benefits associated with this industry. From an economic standpoint, it employs residents year round, 
contributes to local businesses, and has large multiplier effect on the local economy; every $1 spent on 
shellfish aquaculture leads at least $4.50 in economic growth in Massachusetts, according to estimates from 
the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries. Shellfish growers have also been working with the Duxbury 
Harbormaster to develop a recreational oyster fishery that will provide revenue to the Town. A strong 
commercial presence increases the opportunity for state and federal funding for projects such as dredging, 
which was last completed in January 2016. 
 
Controlled shellfish aquaculture has a number of positive effects on the natural environment. The Clearance 
of suspended particles from the water column creates conditions conducive to eelgrass survival. Removing 
organic matter from the water column also helps limit and/or reverse the undesirable effects of nutrient 
enrichment, particularly from nitrogen, in shallow coastal areas. Further, having an increased structure in 
normally featureless muddy bottoms has also been shown to support more diverse food webs and provides 
habitat for juvenile crustaceans and fishes. Shellfish growers have been participating in water quality 
monitoring in association with the Southeastern Massachusetts Aquaculture Center and the Jones River Marine 
Ecology Center. The Duxbury Shellfish Growers Association were awarded grants to deploy water quality 
sensors to aid in shellfish disease forecasting efforts and overall water condition assessments. 

                                                           
4 Photo source: https://merryoysters.com/ 
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Other than shellfishing, Duxbury Bay also supports significant fin fishing. Important commercial and 
recreational species include striped bass, bluefish, tautog, and fluke. A few fin fish charter boats operate 
from the harbor 
 
Wildlife 
 
Duxbury’s extensive and often interconnected forest habitat provides important feeding and nesting areas 
for a variety of wildlife. Opossum, skunk, raccoon, fox, rabbit, deer, and coyote are commonly found in the 
fields and woodlands. Wetland areas support otter, mink, fisher, muskrat and beaver, black duck, wood 
duck, mallards, and swans. Some streams and ponds provide fishing opportunities for brown and brook trout, 
white perch, pickerel, and black bass. The eastern box turtle, a State “species of special concern,” has been 
recorded at a number of locations throughout Duxbury. The few remaining fields and edge zones support 
ruffed grouse, eastern bluebird, turkey, bobolink, red-tailed hawk, pheasant, and great horned owl. 
 
The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) has proclaimed Duxbury 
Beach, its adjacent salt marsh, flats, and shallow bay a “High Priority Site for Protection” of piping plovers 
(Federally and State listed as “threatened”), least terns, and Arctic terns. All three species nest on Duxbury 
Beach and protection of these birds is under the coordinated oversight of the Conservation Commission and 
the Harbormaster.  
 
Nest Sites on Duxbury Beach5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Duxbury’s extensive sand and mud flats provide excellent feeding habitat and also act as important resting 
and foraging sites for southward migrating shorebirds, particularly from mid-July through October. 
Migratory birds that are heading toward breeding sites feed on enormous quantities of horseshoe crab eggs 
deposited on the flats during May and June. Declines in the horseshoe crab population have resulted in State 
regulations to reduce the number of crabs taken for bait and harvested for medical purposes (horseshoe 
crab blood contains amebocytes which release a protein when bacterial endotoxin is encountered in medical 
laboratories), and disallow harvest during spawning periods.  
 
 

                                                           
5 Photo source: Shawn Dahlen 
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Environmental Challenges 
 
Duxbury’s environmental challenges are mainly related to flooding and the impacts of climate change, as 
well as protection of the town’s drinking water supply. Flooding in the coastal areas of town is a recurring 
problem and is becoming more of a concern with rising sea levels. Areas in Federal Emergency Management 
Area (FEMA) flood hazard areas are typically flooded during high lunar tides and major storm events. These 
zones include lowlands adjacent to the Bluefish River and Gurnet Road, and along King Caesar Road; they 
are becoming chronic problems. Duxbury was hit particularly hard during Winter Storm Juno, which left a 
path of destruction across New England in January 2015, due to the combination of heavy snow, coastal 
flooding, and hurricane-force winds. 
 
Flooding from Winter Storm Juno6 

 
 

Duxbury Beach serves as a protective barrier for Duxbury, Kingston, and Plymouth Bays. The northerly section 
of the barrier is heavily populated with 300 homes that are subjected to property damage during significant 
coastal storms. To the south, the undeveloped barrier repeatedly suffers extensive damage to the dune 
structure. The beach was heavily damaged by two major storms in the 1990s, seriously threatening Duxbury 
Bay and a sacrificial dune had to be constructed. Again, in 2013, the beach was slammed by another storm 
that incurred nearly a million dollars in damages. The Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc., the nonprofit 
organizations that manages the beach, is undertaking a $5 million fundraising campaign to elevate the 
height of the sacrificial dune. 
 
On January 4, 2018 Duxbury experienced significant flooding due to a nor’easter. The storm coincided with 
astronomical high tides and resulted in a surge, recorded at the Boston tide station, of 15.16 feet—higher 
than the highest surge from the Blizzard of 1978. In March 2018, the Greater Boston Region, and in 
particular the South Shore, suffered from three major nor’easters that flooded homes and business, crippled 
infrastructure, and left hundreds of thousands without power. The storm surge from a March 2 nor’easter was 
so strong that on March 5, part of Duxbury’s seawall collapsed into the ocean. 
 
Kleinfelder conducted a Sea Level Rise Study for the Towns of Duxbury, Marshfield, and Scituate in 2013 to 
study the impacts of sea level rise related to climate change on the communities. The study presents a candid 
forecast for beaches along the town’s coastline, including Duxbury Beach, Shipyard Lane Beach, and the 
other smaller beaches and landings. If the beaches are not nourished with sand and increased in elevation, 
there could be partial or complete loss of beach at high tides. The potential for storms to increase in 
frequency and intensity will further exacerbate the erosion. Duxbury Beach is an important nesting site for 
least tern and the piping plover, but rising sea levels could potentially destroy nesting habitat and decrease 

                                                           
6 Photo source: https://twitter.com/DXFD_PIO 
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the fledge rates of these and other coastal birds. According to the study, Duxbury Bay’s thriving shellfish 
industry would also be negatively impacted by rising sea levels and water temperatures.  
 
Duxbury is entirely dependent on groundwater for its drinking water supply, and preventing contamination 
of the groundwater is a constant challenge for the Town. Protection of the aquifer has historically been the 
primary rationale behind open space planning in Duxbury because of the town’s dependence on 
groundwater. As a growing residential community, Duxbury’s most obvious measurable contaminant threats 
are from sewage waste, herbicides, and fertilizers. Given that most homes have septic systems, there is great 
concern that sizable residential subdivisions will impact the drinking water supplies. Septic systems 
encroaching upon the zones of contribution to municipal wells are a threat as they can discharge nitrogen 
and other undesirable chemicals into the groundwater. Other wastewater management options that are 
available to support potential redevelopment considerations include shared/cluster wastewater systems or 
on-site wastewater treatment plant systems. 
 
As it relates to climate change, residential and commercial septic systems could be affected by rising sea 
and groundwater levels. Septic systems adjacent to the coast could potentially fail and contaminate these 
areas. Three shared septic systems, which collect waste and pump it to leaching fields away from the coast, 
were constructed along Washington Street at the Bluefish River, at Mattakeeset Court in Snug Harbor, and 
along Bay Road. Rising sea level could potentially affect the power supply to the pumps in these systems. 
 
 

Scenic Landscape  
 
New England coastal towns are known worldwide for their scenic qualities. Duxbury is among the many South 
Shore towns that value historic buildings, coastal character, and scenic roadside views. Water views of 
Kingston and Duxbury Bays are visible from many local streets, particularly Standish, Marshall, Crescent, 
Washington, St. George, and King Caesar. Many other smaller residential roads that connect to these feeder 
streets also offer exceptional harbor views. Mattakeesett Court, which leads to the Town Pier, offers views 
of the boat basin and lively harbor activity. From Route 14 and Temple and High Streets, rewarding vistas 
of cranberry bogs are also available. 
 
Myles Standish Monument 
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From the top of the Myles Standish Monument on Captain’s Hill, one can occasionally see the Pilgrim 
Monument in Provincetown, 17 miles to the east. Mariners traveling along the Massachusetts coast use the 
monument as a navigational guide. Recurring roadside views of farmhouses, cranberry bogs, harbors, salt 
marshes, boats on their moorings, historic houses, shellfish farmers working on the tidal flats, and rowing shells 
skimming the water are among the many attractions that draw tourists to Duxbury throughout the warmer 
seasons. 
 
At Annual Town Meeting over 15 years ago, voters established a Pier Access and Shoreline Study Committee 
to address pier regulations along Duxbury’s waterfront. Among their recommendations was the designation 
of Waterfront Scenic Areas which, after being amended by Town Meeting, were incorporated into the 
Duxbury Zoning Bylaw. In 2012, voters approved the acquisition of the Blairhaven Recreational Center, a 
five-acre parcel adjacent to Howlands Landing on Standish Shore. As more private landowners erect barriers 
to the views of the surrounding bays, this property now affords access and viewscapes in perpetuity. 
 

Open Space and Recreation Land 
 

Open Space 
 
Open space in the Town of Duxbury is owned by many government and non-government agencies and has 
varying levels of protection. Protected lands are preserved in perpetuity and are under the care and control 
of the Duxbury Conservation Commission, the Duxbury Water Department, or the Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation and Recreation. They may also be owned and managed by non-profit organizations like 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society, the Wildlands Trust, or the Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc. In the 1960s 
and 1970s, the Duxbury Conservation Commission, under the leadership of Dr. Lansing Bennett, acquired 
over 2,000 acres of land which is still under the control of the Conservation Commission today. In 1974, 
Massachusetts Audubon Society acquired the North Hill Wildlife Sanctuary and the Wildlands Trust began 
acquiring open space in Duxbury in the 1980s. 
 
An impressive 550 acres of Duxbury’s land is permanently protected with Conservation Restrictions and an 
additional 122 acres are permanently protected due to an Agricultural Preservation Restriction on the 
Historic O'Neil Farm. These restrictions ensure that land remains in its natural state and cannot be developed. 
Conservation restrictions are required of all land acquired with Community Preservation Act funds. They are 
approved by the Massachusetts Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs and are recorded in the 
Plymouth County Registry of Deeds. 
 

North Hill Marsh Area 
 
North Hill Marsh is an important and actively used recreational area for birding, biking, horseback riding, 
cross country skiing, and walking. It is surrounded by the Frederick B. Knapp Town Forest, the Massachusetts 
Audubon North Hill Wildlife Sanctuary, the Town’s North Hill Country Club, and other town conservation land. 
Collectively, these areas comprise over 1,000 acres of contiguous woodlands and wetlands. The 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife designates the entire area as Estimated Habitat of Rare 
Wildlife and Priority Habitat of Rare Species. Access is restricted on small portions of land that contain the 
Mayflower wells and the Millbrook water supply. 
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North Hill Marsh Trails7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lansing Bennett Forest and Adjacent Lands 
 
The 344-acre Lansing Bennett Forest was purchased by the Town of Duxbury in July 1970 from the Lot 
Phillips Company, a wooden box manufacturer formerly located in Hanover. This conservation area was 
once known as Trout Farm, but was later dedicated to Dr. Lansing Bennett, chair of the Duxbury  
Conservation Commission from 1967 to 1979. Dr. Lansing Bennett sought to preserve the rural charm of 
Duxbury and its wetland resources by developing and implementing the Greenbelt Land Protection Plan, a 
greenbelt of land extending along the town’s river watersheds. Lansing Bennett Forest is adjacent to the 
316-acre Ashdod Forest and 39 acres of the Black Friar Swamp and Swanson Conservation Land. 
  

Camp Wing 
 
Camp Wing, owned and managed by the nonprofit Crossroads for Kids, is situated on 153 acres in West 
Duxbury. The camp offers overnight and day camp experiences for inner-city and local children during the 
summer. Boating, hiking, pool swimming, and archery are all offered at Camp Wing. Older campers can 
participate in Maritime Adventures, a program at the DBMS that exposes campers to sailing, shellfishing, 
rowing, and marine ecology. The program is free to Camp Wing and is underwritten by corporate and 
private grants. The Camp Wing Conservation Area is a total of 450 acres of upland forests, wetlands, and 
South River frontage.8 
 

Myles Standish State Reservation  
 
The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation owns and manages the Myles Standish State 
Reservation, a state-owned park and historic area that has a 116-foot granite tower topped with a large 
statue of Myles Standish facing seaward and holding the colony’s charter. The monument and its almost 27 
acres of wooded open space and walking paths are located at the top of Captain's Hill, on what was once 
Standish’s farm. 
 
 
 

                                                           
7 Photo source: http://miniponies.blogspot.com/2013/11/favorite-hometown-runs-duxbury-mass.html 
8 “Town of Duxbury Conservation Land and Other Points of Interest” (2009), Duxbury Conservation Commission 
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Historic O’Neil Farm 
 
With over 200 years of continuous production, the O’Neil Farm is the oldest operating dairy farm on the 
South Shore. The farm is currently owned by the Historic O’Neil Farm, Inc., a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to continuing the dairy operation and other farming. Over 120 acres are permanently protected on this site 
through an Agricultural Preservation Restriction. The farm has a ¾-mile walking trail and hosts an active 4-
H Club. 
 
Historic O’Neil Farm9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bay Farm 
 
Now a rare coastal meadow habitat with 80-acres of open space for recreation, Bay Farm Field was once 
the site of grazing grounds for dairy cattle and other livestock. The Duxbury portion of Bay Farm was 
purchased by the Town in 1973 and the Town of Kingston acquired its portion in 1989 with assistance from 
the Trust for Public Lands. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts also purchased a small area of Bay Farm 
land and the three owners have partnered through a joint management agreement.10 
 

Bay Circuit Trail 
 
Crossing through a number of open space properties in Duxbury is the Bay Circuit Trail, a 200-mile trail 
linking 79 areas of green space necklace from Plum Island in Newburyport to Bay Farm in Duxbury. The Bay 
Circuit Trail is the grand vision of Charles Eliot II, nephew of renowned landscape architect Charles Eliot and 
grandson of his namesake Charles William Eliot, president of Harvard University. Charles Eliot II was an 
urban planner who spent a significant phase of his career in Washington, D.C., as Director of the National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission and then Director of the National Resources Planning Board. When 
he returned to Cambridge in the 1950s, Eliot conceived of the idea for the Bay Circuit Beltway, greenbelt 
of parkland encircling the Boston area, and began its establishment.11 
 
 
 

                                                           
9 Photo source: http://www.historiconeilfarm.org/news 
10 Ibid 
11 “Charles W. Eliot, II,” The Cultural Landscape Foundation, https://tclf.org/pioneer/charles-eliot-ii 
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Bay Farm12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recreation 
 
Duxbury is fortunate to have many high-quality, Town-owned recreation facilities, including a nine-hole golf 
course and an indoor pool. The Town's playgrounds, courts, and athletic fields, including a School Department 
turf field, are all heavily used and a need for additional field space has been identified given current 
demand. During the summer months, Duxbury's boat ramps, town landings, and beaches are enjoyed by both 
local residents and visitors alike.  
 

Duxbury Bay 
 
There are many opportunities for water-based recreation along Duxbury Bay. Two non-profit organizations, 
the Duxbury Bay Maritime School (DBMS), a community boating facility, and the Duxbury Yacht Club, a 
member’s only facility, offer opportunities for boating, swimming, windsurfing, and fishing. There are also a 
number of private companies that are associated with maritime recreation in Duxbury, including local 
boatyards and marinas, launch services, and charter fishing boats. 
 
Throughout the summer season, waterfront festivals are held often along Duxbury Bay, starting with Opening 
of The Bay on Memorial Day weekend. Sponsored by DBMS, Opening of the Bay always includes a visiting 
tall ship. The ship is open to the public during the weekend. Throughout the summer, many sailboat races and 
regattas are hosted by Duxbury Yacht Club and DBMS. In September, Classic Boat Weekend rounds out the 
summer season and is sponsored by DBMS, Duxbury Yacht Club, Duxbury Rural & Historical Society, and 
Duxbury Art Association. 
 

Duxbury Beach Reservation 
 
The Duxbury Beach Reservation's 280 acres of barrier beach provides opportunities for walking, salt water 
swimming, jogging, bird and nature observation, picnicking, and shell and fin fishing to Duxbury residents 
and the general public. A beach sticker is required for vehicular access to the beach over the Powder Point 
Bridge, with non-Duxbury residents paying higher fees than residents. Over the Sand stickers allow access 

                                                           
12 Photo source: http://baystatements.blogspot.com/2012/11/bay-circuit-trail-duxbury-thanksgiving.html 
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to the outside of the barrier beach, where 500 four-wheel-drive vehicles are allowed per day. On hot 
summer days, vehicles are frequently turned away because the 500 capacity has been reached. The number 
of beach stickers issued each year stays relatively constant. 
 
Duxbury Beach Reservation13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Percy Walker Pool 
 
The indoor Percy Walker Pool was given to the Town of Duxbury by an anonymous donor in 1976. It is open 
to the public and offers memberships for Duxbury residents and non-residents. Percy Walker Pool offers 
swim lessons and water aerobics and hosts Duxbury High School’s Swimming and Diving Team. The six-lane 
pool is 25 yards long and has a one meter diving board. 
 
Percy Walker Pool14 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
13 Photo source: http://newenglandboating.com/daytrip-destination-blakemans-of-duxbury-beach/ 
14 Photo source: http://www.percywalkerpool.com/ 



18 

 

North Hill County Club 
 

Adjacent to North Hill Pond and Marsh is North Hill County Club, a nine-hole golf course owned by the Town 
of Duxbury and leased and managed by Johnson Fold Management, Inc. The golf course was built on the 
former Merry Family farm and opened in 1962. In addition to the course, North Hill Country Club also has 
a clubhouse with a restaurant where various banquets and events are held. Duxbury residents enjoy 
preferential membership rates at North Hill Country Club.15 
 

Playgrounds and Fields 
 
Originally part of the John Alden Farm, the Arthur Train Athletics Fields were initially sold to Duxbury Rural 
and Historical Society (DRHS) with the intention of creating the town’s first public playground. Arthur Train 
was a well-known summer resident who funded the $600 sale for DRHS; the land was named for him after 
it was sold to the Town in 1925. For years, the Train Fields served as the central athletic fields for the 
Duxbury Public Schools campus until the St. George Street Athletic Facilities were constructed on the old High 
School site.16 
 
Duxbury’s recreation facilities are owned by both the Town of Duxbury and the School Department, with 
Town-owned land primarily managed by the Recreation Department. Recreation- and School Department-
owned playgrounds, fields, and related recreational facilities are identified in the following table.  
 
An Athletic Field Utilization Study prepared for the Town in 2015 documented the heavy use of Duxbury’s 
existing athletic fields during the spring and fall months, especially on weekdays. The study found that the 
number of existing fields is inadequate to meet the needs of all the Duxbury High School teams and Duxbury 
Youth Sports programs. Due to the lack of fields, there is inadequate time to “rest” fields and allow turf to 
reestablish. This leaves the fields in poor conditions by the end of each season, reducing safety and quality 
of play due to lack of cover, dust, and mud. The study recommended that the Town of Duxbury construct 
additional grass practice/game fields, add field lighting to lengthen the available time on each field, and 
construct one or more multi-use synthetic turf fields (or convert from an existing grass field).   
 
Recreation Facilities Managed by School and Recreation Departments 
 

Site Size Manager Facilities 

Chandler School/Coppens 
Field 

6 acres School Department 

 2 full-size soccer fields 

 1 full-size baseball diamond 
with lights 

 2 playgrounds 

Keene Street Playground/ 
Walter Kopke Park 

5 acres Recreation Department 

 3 little league diamonds 

 1 multi-use field 

 1 playground 

 1 tennis court 

 ½ basketball court 

Lincoln Street Fields 3.5 acres Recreation Department  3 soccer/multi-use fields 

                                                           
15 “North Hill Country Club,” http://www.northhillcountryclub.com/ 
16 “Town of Duxbury Conservation Land and Other Points of Interest” (2009) 
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Site Size Manager Facilities 

Lower Alden 6 acres School Department 

 1 field hockey/lacrosse field 

 1 multi-use field 

 1 playground 

 2 softball diamonds 

 3 tennis courts 

Percy Walker Pool Field 3 acres Recreation Department 
 1 field for soccer, youth 

football or lacrosse 

St. George Street Athletic 
Facilities 

37 acres School Department 

 2 softball fields 

 1 multi-use artificial turf field 
with lights 

 1 track 

 2 multi-use practice fields 

 1 basketball court 

 6 tennis courts 

Tarkiln Community Center 1.5 acres Recreation Department 

 2 little league fields 

 2 tennis courts 

 1 small playground 

Train Fields 4.5 acres Recreation Department 
 1 baseball diamond 

 1 softball diamond with lights 

Wadsworth Road 
Playground 

2 acres Recreation Department 

 2 tennis courts 

 1 little league baseball 
diamond 

 1 small playground 

 

Management and Resource Priorities 
 

Town of Duxbury Departments and Committees 
 

Conservation Department and Commission 
 
Approximately 3,000 acres of land in Duxbury are under the control of the Conservation Commission. In 
addition to land management and acquisition, the Conservation Commission is charged with administering 
the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, the Town of Duxbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw, and related 
regulations. The Conservation Department coordinates the efforts of the Conservation Commission and, 
through its Conservation Fund, manages and maintains conservation land and creates walking trails for public 
enjoyment. 
 

Recreation Department 
 
With a few exceptions, the Recreation Department manages all Town-owned recreation facilities on non-
School Department properties. This includes the 5-acre property on Keene Street, Lincoln Street Playground, 
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Percy Walker Pool and Field, Tarkiln Community Center, Train Fields, and the Wadsworth Road Playground. 
In addition to managing the facilities, the Recreation Department also runs a variety of programming for 
Duxbury residents of all ages. 
 
The following is a list of the Recreation Department’s programs for the fall 2017 season:17 
 

 Middle School Girls Volleyball 

 Girls Field Hockey 

 Flag Football 

 City Kickers (youth soccer) 

 Early Bird Bootcamp 

 After School Athletics 

 Ice Skating at The Bog in Kingston 

 Horseback Riding 

 Tiny Tigers & Little Ninjas Karate 

 Swimming 
 
Any non-school group or organization wishing to use any fields in town, including those on school land, must 
first obtain a field permit from the Recreation Department. The only exception is the turf field which is 
scheduled through the Athletic Director at Duxbury High School. Tennis courts throughout Town are available 
for use for residents on a first-come, first-served basis, but anyone using the courts to hold private lessons 
must apply for a permit as well as pay a $30/hour fee.  
 

Department of Lands and Natural Resources 
 
The Department of Lands and Natural Resources, housed within the Department of Public Works, is 
responsible for maintaining Duxbury’s open spaces and athletic fields (as well as the town’s other public 
lands, public buildings, trees, trash removal, fuel depot, and ADA access ramp at Duxbury Beach). The 
department has an active maintenance program that includes athletic field mowing and maintenance, street 
tree trimming, and roadside mowing. Duxbury’s Director of Public Works also serves as the Tree Warden. 
 

School Department 
 
The School Department manages athletic fields and playgrounds at the Alden and Chandler Schools, as well 
as across the street from Duxbury Middle and High School at the St. George Street Athletic Facilities. 
Duxbury High School used to be located on the site of the athletic complex but was moved in 2014 when 
the co-located Middle and High School opened in 2014. 
 
While the School, Lands and Natural Resources, and Recreation Departments are involved in the 
management and maintenance of facilities and the development of their budgets, all three municipal entities 
recommend that these facilities, especially the playing fields, be managed by a single department. 
  

Duxbury Beach Committee 
 
The Duxbury Beach Committee advises the Board of Selectmen, Town Manager, and relevant Town 
departments on the use and management of the Town-leased portion of Duxbury Beach. Committee members 
include the Police Chief, Harbormaster, and Conservation Administrator as ex-officios, three designees of 
the Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc., and six at-large members, one of whom is year-round Duxbury Beach 
resident. All committee members are appointed by the Moderator and hold three-year staggered terms.  
 
 
 
 

                                                           
17 “2017 Fall Programs,” Duxbury Recreation Department, 
http://www.town.duxbury.ma.us/Public_Documents/DuxburyMA_Recreation/Fall%20Programs%202017 
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Duxbury Bay Management Commission 
 
At the 2006 Town Meeting, the Bay Management Committee was officially designated the Duxbury Bay 
Management Commission and charged with continuing their work in inventorying and providing draft 
management policies for the many bay uses. Such uses being looked at include: piers, aquaculture grants, 
moorings, shellfish beds, town landings and beaches, and the management concerns these activities generate. 
In the late 2000s, the commission released a Duxbury Bay Management Plan and Duxbury Aquaculture 
Management Plan. 
  
 

Nonprofit and Private Organizations 
 

Duxbury Rural & Historical Society 
  
The Duxbury Rural & Historical Society was formed in 1883 to “improve and ornament” the town in response 
to the deteriorating condition of the community resulting from the collapse of the shipbuilding industry. At 
this time, trees were planted, street lamps installed, and fences and signs erected. The Society became one 
of the first—possibly the first—organization in the country to acquire land for conservation. Today, the 
Duxbury Rural & Historical Society owns and maintains over 150 acres of conservation land in town, along 
with four historic home properties: the King Caesar House (built in 1809), Captain Gershom Bradford House 
(1808), Nathaniel Windsor, Jr. House (1807), and Wright Building (1909). All four former homes are listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Housed within the Wright Building is the Drew Archival Library, 
a collection of historic documents and photographs. 
 

Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc. 
 
In 1919, the Duxbury Beach Association acquired Duxbury Beach, a six-mile barrier beach which creates 
Duxbury Bay on its landward side. In 1975, the title to the Beach was transferred to the Duxbury Beach 
Reservation, Inc. in order to preserve the beach as a geological barrier, wildlife habitat, and recreational 
resource consistent with the group’s primary ecological objective. The Reservation leases most of the beach 
to the Town of Duxbury but is responsible for preserving the dunes, and maintaining the parking lots and the 
back road to Gurnet-Saquish. Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc. also funds the extensive Endangered Species 
Program that is mandated by the federal government to protect the threatened species that nest on Duxbury 
Beach, like the piping plover. 
 
The Reservation hires a manager to operate the parking lot and food pavilion at the north end of the beach 
who receives a portion of the parking revenues. Otherwise, it has no employees and its main source of 
revenues are from the Town’s lease payment. Its only other source of income is private donations, which help 
fund proactive measures to protect the beach, as well offset expenses of costly storm damage and related 
repairs.18 
 

Duxbury Bay Maritime School 
 
The Duxbury Bay Maritime School (DBMS) was established in 1997 as a community sailing school. A decade 
later, DBMS now offers 80 different educational and recreational classes in sailing, rowing, marine ecology, 
Accessail (for sailors with physical or cognitive disabilities), navigation, windsurfing, boating safety, paddle 
board rowing, and kayaking. The school has partnered with the highly successful Duxbury High School Sailing 
and Rowing teams and provides water activities to inner city campers at Camp Wing. 
 

                                                           
18 “Mission,” Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc., http://www.duxburybeach.com/learn/ 
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Youth Sports Organizations 
 
There are a number of private and nonprofit youth sports organizations in Duxbury that are not affiliated 
with the Duxbury Recreation Department. These groups, which include Duxbury Youth Baseball, Football, 
Hockey, Lacrosse, Soccer, and Softball, represent thousands of resident users who helped to identify a need 
for additional athletic fields as indicated in two independent reports from 2015 (the Athletic Field Utilization 
Study and a follow-up Athletic Facility Expansion Master Plan and Feasibility Study for the Chandler 
Elementary School). Beyond hosting youth sport programs, these organizations also assist with field 
maintenance by donating funds or equipment such as fences and signs. 
 
 

Funding Sources 
 

Community Preservation Act 
 
In 2001, Duxbury adopted the Community Preservation Act (CPA) at the 3% surcharge level with a goal 
established for the protection of three of every ten acres of undeveloped land. CPA allows communities to 
create a local Community Preservation Fund for open space protection, outdoor recreation, historic 
preservation, and affordable housing. Unfortunately, the downturn in the economy in 2008 and the tax 
burden of multiple capital projects in Duxbury led to in a reduction in the CPA surcharge from 3% to 1% in 
2012. The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) is the Town group charged with reviewing funding 
requests and allocating CPA funds. 
 
Despite the reduction in the surcharge, the town has been supportive of CPA projects, particularly those that 
preserve land and scenic resources, develop recreational sites, and restore historic properties. The CPC 
printed an informative brochure explaining the Act and highlighting CPA-funded projects. Recognizable CPA 
signage is posted throughout the community and non-profit organizations who have received CPA funds for 
restoration projects have acknowledged the town’s generosity with plaques. 
 

Duxbury Conservation Fund 
 
The Conservation Department manages and maintains conservation lands, and creates walking trails for 
public enjoyment through its Conservation Fund. CPA funds have often been used to restore the Conservation 
Fund for acquisition of smaller parcels of land and ancillary expenses.  
 

Grant Opportunities 
 
Having an Open Space and Recreation Plan that has been approved by MA’s Division of Conservation 
Services makes Duxbury eligible for State and Federal grants for open space and recreation. The Local 
Acquisitions for Natural Diversity (LAND) Grant Program helps Massachusetts communities acquire land 
for conservation and passive recreation purposes. The grants reimburse cities and towns for the acquisition 
of land in fee or for a conservation restriction. The general public must have reasonable access to land 
acquired through the LAND Program, and $400,000 is the maximum grant award.19 The Federal Land & 
Water Conservation Fund provides up to 50% of the total project cost for the acquisition of parkland or 
conservation land, creation of new parks, renovations to existing parks, and development of trails.20 
 

                                                           
19 “Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity (LAND) Grant Program,” https://www.mass.gov/service-details/local-
acquisitions-for-natural-diversity-land-grant-program 
20 “Massachusetts Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Program,” https://www.mass.gov/service-
details/massachusetts-land-and-water-conservation-fund-grant-program 
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Public Input 
 

2017 Community Survey 
 
The online Community Survey completed by over 1,200 Duxbury residents confirmed the important value 
that open space and recreation resources provide to the town. When asked which community values are 
most important, 75% of all survey respondents identified open space and natural resources, making it the 
highest ranked value after a high-quality school system. Active recreation facilities including parks, 
playgrounds, and playing fields, were selected by 33% of respondents. Further, 83% of those who took the 
survey chose Duxbury’s beaches as the town’s greatest asset (making it the most selected asset), 57% 
selected the harbor/bay, and 44% selected natural landscape/scenic view.  
 
About 30% of survey respondents chose recreational resources like parks, trails, and playgrounds as 
Duxbury’s greatest asset while 15% identified those resources as challenges, making this category the most 
selected challenge after transportation options, business districts, and housing options. Multiple people 
mentioned the need to improve and better maintain Duxbury’s playgrounds and playing fields, especially 
Coppens Field at the Chandler School. Residents also feel that Duxbury could benefit from additional athletic 
fields and playgrounds throughout town.  
 
Survey respondents are supportive of the continued preservation of land in Duxbury. When asked to share 
their level of agreement with the statement “Continued acquisition and permanent protection of land is a 
high priority for preserving Duxbury's natural areas and drinking water supply,” 74% of respondents were 
in agreement, 16% were neutral, 5% disagreed, and 5% needed more information. Just under half (49%) 
of respondents feel that the Town is prepared to preserve, protect, and maintain its open spaces and drinking 
water aquifer. About a quarter (24%) feel neutral about this, while 8% agree, and 20% were not sure. 
 
What are your good ideas for making Duxbury a stronger community? 

 
 
A major finding from the Community Survey is that there is a desire for more opportunities for safe walking 
and biking in Duxbury. The survey asked residents for their good ideas to make Duxbury a stronger 
community and respondents most frequently mentioned the word sidewalks. When asked to share their 
current level of agreement with the statement, “Improving sidewalks and creating multi-use path systems 
between residential areas and popular destinations is important to meet the needs of people who are 
walking and biking,” 84% of survey respondents agreed. Only 8% of respondents said they were neutral, 
5% disagree, and 4% needed more information. 
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November 2017 Public Forum 
 
The existing conditions analysis of Duxbury’s open space and recreation resources was presented and 
discussed with the Planning Board on October 11, 2017 and presented at the Community Forum on 
November 15, 2017. Forum attendees identified priorities for open space and recreation, including 
additional sports fields (specifically for youth soccer), a balance between growth and continued open space 
preservation and acquisition, and plastic dog waste bags at entrances to walking trails. 
 
Based on the strong response for sidewalks and bike lanes in the Community Survey, MAPC and the Town 
of Duxbury wanted to use the November Public Forum to get feedback on where these routes should go and 
what they should look like. During the open house portion of the forum, an activity at the Open Space and 
Recreation station allowed attendees to suggest what walking and biking routes they would take if it were 
safe to do so. Multiple residents suggested connecting Hall’s Corner to the Middle-High School campus, either 
on Washington Street through Snug Harbor or on Depot and Tremont Streets past Town Hall. 
 
If it were safe to travel to locations in Duxbury - such as Town facilities, open space and recreational areas, or 
business districts - by walking or biking, what routes would you take? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forum attendees could also take part in a visual preference survey to select which photo examples of bike 
and pedestrian connections would be appropriate for Duxbury. In terms of sidewalks, an example with a 
mix of traditional concrete and brick pavers received the most dot votes while a plain concrete sidewalk 
received the least votes. For bike lanes, the on-street examples that received the most votes were a striped 
bike lane and a protected bike lane separated from the road with greenery. The sharrow and buffered 
bike lane examples received no votes. 
 



25 

 

For off-street facilities, a winding paved walking trail received the most votes, followed by a crushed gravel 
path. There was moderate support for the two shared-use path examples, one of which was paved with a 
dotted yellow line, and the other with a crush gravel path. 
 
What bike and pedestrian connections are appropriate for Duxbury?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations 
 
The following goals and strategies have been adapted from the recently completed Duxbury Open Space 
and Recreation Plan, and modified based on public input received during the Envision Duxbury process. Most 
recommendations related to preparing for climate change will be included in the Sustainability Element of 
this plan. 
 
Goal 1: Protect Duxbury’s water resources.  
 
This goal reflects the primary rationale behind past and current open space planning in Duxbury: protection 
of the town’s aquifer and drinking water resource. As new growth and redevelopment occurs in Duxbury, it 
should be balanced with efforts to control stormwater runoff and prevent other sources of contamination. 
 

 Strategy 1.1: Protect drinking water quality by preventing contamination, runoff, and diversion of 
water that directly contributes to aquifer recharge.  
 
Specific steps to protect the aquifer include the continued monitoring of nitrogen loading and 
contamination in groundwater and the development of a town-wide Stormwater Management 
Bylaw. Such a bylaw would establish minimum requirements and procedures to control the adverse 
effects of increased post-development stormwater runoff, decreased groundwater recharge, and 
nonpoint source pollution associated with new development and redevelopment. 
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 Strategy 1.2: Pursue a variety of land acquisition strategies for protecting sensitive groundwater 
recharge areas. 
 
Future land acquisitions in Duxbury should continue to be prioritized based on their ability to protect 
groundwater resources and meet other goals for recreation and habitat conservation. The 
Conservation Commission should request appropriations to the Conservation Fund from Town 
Meeting and the CPA as well as seek grant funds from the MA Division of Conservation Services. 
 

 Strategy 1.3: Continue to educate residents about the influence of surface water on the town’s 
groundwater. 
 
Education should be provided around steps to protect both water quality and quantity, with a focus 
on water conservation measures and demand reduction. 

 

 Strategy 1.4: Develop and implement stormwater management strategies like low-impact 
development (LID). 
 
LID techniques implement small-scale hydrologic controls that mimic the natural hydrologic regime of 
watersheds while still allowing development to occur. Rain gardens, green roofs, porous pavement, 
and other examples can help control water pollution, erosion, and sedimentation by slowing the flow 
of stormwater, filtering out sediments and other pollutants, and promoting groundwater infiltration. 
Redevelopment that integrates these techniques can improve current conditions and impacts of 
previously developed properties. 
 

 Strategy 1.5: Evaluate climate change impacts on the aquifer and develop long-term strategies to 
protect this resource. 
 
A major area of concern is saltwater intrusion of Duxbury’s aquifer associated with rising sea levels 
and increased pumping. Should a portion of the aquifer become contaminated with seawater, it 
would compromise the use of nearby wells as a freshwater source. 
 

 Strategy 1.6: Evaluate street drainage systems that discharge into Duxbury Bay. 
 
This strategy is more focused on maintaining the water quality of the bay for the plants and animals 
that inhabit it and for the humans that use it for recreation. The Town should assess which parts of 
the municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) are discharging fecal coliform and other 
contaminates into Duxbury Bay and make necessary repairs. 

 
Goal 2: Protect Duxbury’s natural areas and environment.  
 
This goal explores ways to protect other natural resources in Duxbury, focusing on steps to acquire land and 
preserve sensitive habitats like wetlands and coastal resources. 
 

 Strategy 2.1: Strategically acquire and protect land based upon past planning efforts and smart 
growth principles.  
 
Future land acquisitions should be informed by past planning efforts like the Greenbelt Land 
Protection Plan, which was developed to protect surface water, groundwater, and wildlife corridors 
that generally follow streams and rivers. Given the fact that limited land remains in Duxbury for 
either preservation or development, smart growth principles that mix land uses, take advantage of 
compact design, and create walkable neighborhoods should be integrated into decisions.  
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 Strategy 2.2: Preserve ecologically valuable habitat and natural resources through acquisition 
and/or local regulation.  
 
Areas targeted for acquisition include salt marsh and freshwater wetland areas and their buffers, 
such as around North Hill Marsh. Regulatory means of protecting sensitive resources include 
developing stormwater design guidelines and certifying vernal pools. As it relates to the rare bird 
species that nest on Duxbury Beach, the Town should continue to review and update the Endangered 
Species Monitoring Program for least terns and piping plovers that is administered by the Town of 
Duxbury in accordance with Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc.’s Duxbury Beach Management and 
Habitat Conservation Plan. 
 

 Strategy 2.3: Minimize habitat fragmentation to help protect Duxbury’s species diversity.  
 
Past efforts to minimize habitat fragmentation include the restoration of historic fish ladders at Island 
Creek to support anadromous fish populations passing from Kingston Bay, through Island Creek and 
Mill Pond, and into Island Creek Pond. Duxbury should continue working with volunteers to undertake 
annual fish counts and utilize the restored fish run as an educational and recreational resource.  
 

 Strategy 2.4: Preserve the connectivity of inland wetlands and riparian corridors.  
  
As other strategies have mentioned, the Town of Duxbury should continue to prioritize land 
acquisitions on areas that protect the town’s aquifer and groundwater resources. 
 

 Strategy 2.5: Protect Duxbury’s coastal resources.  
 
This strategy mainly focuses on efforts to protect and maintain Duxbury Beach, which in turn provides 
protection for the rest of Duxbury, and involves implementing the Duxbury Beach Management Plan 
to protect the beach’s dune, intertidal areas, and wildlife habitat. Specific actions include continuing 
to track dune height, planting/fertilizing beach grass and other dune vegetation, and maintaining/ 
creating additional artificial piping plover nesting habitat. 
 

 Strategy 2.6: Identify natural resources in Duxbury that are vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change, and develop long-term strategies to protect those resources.  
 
Duxbury should implement recommendations from the recently-completed Climate Vulnerability 
Assessment and Action Plan, including monitoring and restoring eelgrass beds, working with a 
consultant to further evaluate the aquifer’s susceptibility to saltwater intrusion, and 
supporting/funding efforts to protect Duxbury Beach. 
 

 Strategy 2.7: Consider creating shoreline development guidelines to protect the waterfront and 
Duxbury Bay. 
 
Shoreline development guidelines include building setbacks to protect sensitive shoreline resources 
and minimize visual impacts, the use of soft design approaches for shoreline treatment, and a 
vegetative buffer to shield development and preserve scenic views. 

 
Goal 3: Preserve the unique, semi-rural character of Duxbury.  
 
As Duxbury plans for the future, the Town should continue taking steps to preserve the characteristics of the 
community that make Duxbury a unique and special place to live. These characteristics include an active 
recreational and commercial shellfish industry, acres and acres of productive farms and cranberry bogs, and 
the presence of many historic homes and other buildings. 
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 Strategy 3.1: Continue to identify and protect important areas, vistas, historic buildings, 
archaeological sites, and open spaces that contribute to Duxbury’s character.  
The Town of Duxbury should continue to advocate for and utilize Community Preservation Act (CPA) 
funds to acquire land and preserve sites that contribute to the town’s character and history. Other 
means of protection include encouraging private landowners to place conservation restrictions or 
easements on their properties, promoting the Commonwealth’s Chapter 61 programs, and 
developing Local Historic Districts that impose preservation restrictions on historic buildings. 
 

 Strategy 3.2: Protect and preserve agricultural land.  
 
Efforts to retain Duxbury’s remaining agricultural land include identifying and classifying all active 
farms in Duxbury (including Town-owned land, private agricultural land, and “backyard farms”) and 
working with farmers to protect their land through State programs. This could be through a 
temporary program like Chapter 61A, which gives preferential tax treatment to farmers of 5 acres 
or more who make a long-term commitment to farming, or through a permanent solution like an 
Agricultural Preservation Restriction. 
 

 Strategy 3.3: Support and preserve agriculture, horticulture, silviculture, and aquaculture in Duxbury.  
 
Beyond directly protecting land, other steps Duxbury’s Agricultural Commission can take to preserve 
these industries are publicizing and participating in farm-related events, promoting farming as a 
viable career, and supporting local farmers in their endeavors, especially in the event of conflicts. 
 

 Strategy 3.4: Continue to protect the aesthetic character of Duxbury’s scenic roads and landscapes.  
 
As steps are taken to increase bike and pedestrian connections in Duxbury, it should be done in way 
that is sensitive to Duxbury’s scenic roads and landscapes. Economic development and investments 
should also be done in such a way to preserve community character, mitigate negative impacts, and 
expand community amenities. 
 

 Strategy 3.5: Educate town residents on how the CPA contributes to and protects Duxbury’s unique 
characteristics.  
  
The Community Preservation Committee should provide materials to residents about what the 
Community Preservation Act is and why it is important for maintaining the character of Duxbury. The 
Town should continue partnering with the Duxbury Rural and Historical Society to develop programs 
and educational materials that illuminate the community’s history. 
 

Goal 4: Provide recreational opportunities with minimal impact to the environment. 
 
The Town of Duxbury should continue partnering with nonprofit organizations to offer world-class 
recreation and educational opportunities and increase awareness of these opportunities. Additional 
facilities like athletic fields and playgrounds will likely be needed to meet current demand and should be 
thoughtfully integrated into the sizable open space resources of the town.  
 

 Strategy 4.1: Increase awareness of passive and active recreational opportunities. 
 
Through nonprofit partners like the Duxbury Bay Maritime School and the Duxbury Beach 
Reservation Inc., Duxbury should use events and programming to bring attention to the recreational 
resources offered by the town. To raise awareness about recreational opportunities, as well as 
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historical, cultural, and conservation areas in Duxbury, the Town should develop and implement a 
multi-media communication plan. 
 

 Strategy 4.2: Strive to improve access to Duxbury’s natural resources and recreational facilities for 
the physically challenged. 
 
Steps include developing ADA-accessible pathways, designating ADA-accessible parking, providing 
seating and picnic tables that could accommodate patrons in a wheelchair, and more. A number of 
facilities in Duxbury contain some of these accessibility measures, and efforts to improve/update 
open spaces should include ways to make sites fully ADA-compliant. The Town should work with the 
Duxbury Bay Maritime School to expand on-the-water programs for people with disabilities and 
provide opportunities for seniors. 

 

 Strategy 4.3: Add additional recreational facilities like playing fields and playgrounds as resources 
become available. 

 
Duxbury should continue to pursue the development of Town and/or School land to provide 
additional athletic fields, playgrounds, courts or other facilities deemed necessary by residents. 
Reflecting the results of the 2015 Athletic Field Utilization Study, the Town of Duxbury should meet 
the demand for playing fields by prioritizing the construction of additional grass fields, field lighting, 
and/or a multi-use synthetic turf field. The Town should also assess if there is a need for an additional 
outdoor basketball court in the community. To fund the acquisition of land or construction of 
recreation facilities, Duxbury should allocate CPA funding or seek grant funding from the MA Division 
of Conservation Services. 
 

 Strategy 4.4: Support a maintenance and improvement program for the Town’s open spaces, 
recreation areas, athletic facilities, and programs. 
 
Actions should be taken to improve the condition of existing recreation facilities in Duxbury, primarily 
athletic fields. For grass playing fields, this involves giving the fields time to “rest” and allowing turf 
to reestablish, a nearly impossible task in Duxbury due to the demand for fields. Should Duxbury 
add another grass field to its roster and/or convert an existing multi-use field to a synthetic turf 
field, the Town should utilize a maintenance and improvement plan to rotate activity so overused 
fields are completely taken out of use for at least a year.  
 

 Strategy 4.5: Continue working with local nonprofits in Duxbury to provide high-quality recreational 
opportunities. 
 
Partnerships with the Duxbury Bay Maritime School, Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc., Duxbury Rural 
and Historical Society, Mass Audubon, the Historic O'Neil Farm, Inc., and more are crucial for 
maintaining Duxbury’s open space and recreation network and offering excellent programs and 
events for residents and visitors. Action items related to expanding recreation programming from 
the Open Space & Recreation Plan include working with the Historic O'Neil Farm, Inc. to enhance 
educational programming and increase farm events and supporting the Reservation’s efforts to 
sponsor/fund Mass Audubon’s summer education programs at Duxbury Beach. 
 

 Strategy 4.6: Promote opportunities for water-based recreation in Duxbury Bay, at Duxbury Beach, 
and in other surface waterways while mitigating potential negative impacts. 
 
Opportunities for expanding water-based recreation involve working with the Duxbury Bay 
Maritime School to grow the Adult Sailing Program, expand on-the-water programs for people with 
disabilities, provide new on-the-water programs for non-racing youth, and offer more options for 
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high school rowers. This should be coupled by efforts on the part of DBMS and Bayside Marine 
Corporation to provide better education for boaters of all ages. 

 Strategy 4.7: Increase public access to Duxbury’s waterfront through land acquisitions and improved 
signage. 
 
With the redevelopment of the Battelle site by Island Creek Oyster, there will be excellent 
opportunities to expand public access to Duxbury’s waterfront. In addition, if areas along the coast 
become inhabitable or undevelopable due to flooding and sea level rise associated with climate 
change, the Town should prioritize that those areas be returned to open space for public use. 
Improved signage and wayfinding can make residents and visitors more aware of publicly-
accessible areas along the waterfront and better orient them to these sites. 
 

 Strategy 4.8: Evaluate the impact of recreational vehicles on Duxbury Beach. 
 
Recreational vehicles that drive over the sand and dunes can accelerate beach erosion and displace 
habitats like that of the piping plover. Duxbury should further study the effect of recreational 
vehicles on the beach and determine if there are ways to lessen their impact. 

 
Goal 5: Provide opportunities for safe walking and biking in Duxbury. 
 
Duxbury currently lacks opportunities for safe walking and biking in town due to the absence of sidewalks, 
bike lanes, and other facilities for active transportation. The Town should identify key areas for the 
development of these facilities, design them in a way that is sympathetic to Duxbury’s scenic character, ensure 
that they are well-maintained following their construction, and work with neighboring towns to establish 
regional connections.  
 

 Strategy 5.1: Utilize sidewalks, walking paths, and bike lanes to connect open spaces and 
cultural/historic assets and connect residential neighborhoods to major destinations, such as Hall’s 
Corner and the Middle-High School complex. 
 
These can range from on-street facilities like sidewalks, sharrows, and bike lanes (striped, buffered, 
or protected) to off-street facilities like shared-use paths and walking trails. While sometimes an on-
street facility like a sidewalk is the only means of making a safe and logical connection between 
areas, the Town should also explore how off-street facilities and trail networks can be used to make 
connections through Duxbury’s open spaces.  
 

 Strategy 5.2: Designate locations for sidewalks and bike lanes and develop design guidelines 
sympathetic to the character of Duxbury’s landscape and open space.  

 
Desirable locations for facilities identified during the Envision Duxbury process include Depot Street, 
Tremont Street, and Washington Street. The Town should work with residents (and particularly 
abutters) to develop design guidelines for sidewalks or bike lanes that articulate guidance for 
widths, materials, landscape buffers, lighting, environmental impacts, ADA considerations, and more. 
Materials like brick, crushed stone, concrete pavers, and stamped asphalt/concrete can provide an 
attractive alternative to the traditional concrete sidewalk, mitigating concerns about these facilities 
being out of place with Duxbury’s character. 
 

 Strategy 5.3: Develop and implement a long-range regional plan to provide safe walking and 
biking in Duxbury and surrounding communities. 
 
Duxbury should collaborate with the Town of Marshfield to restore sections of the Old Colony 
Railroad for a rail trail and connect with Marshfield’s Bridle Trail. The Town’s Conservation 
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Department also maintains Duxbury’s section of the Bay Circuit Trail, a regional trail that stretches 
from Bay Farm to Newburyport. Local trail monitors report to the Appalachian Mountain Club, the 
overseer of the Bay Circuit Trail. 

 

 Strategy 5.4: Consider future maintenance and upkeep needs in the planning and design of new 
improvements. 
 
In order to address concerns about pedestrian and bike facilities not being well maintained, the 
Town of Duxbury should be proactive in developing a maintenance program that involves inspections 
of facilities, sets a multi-year schedule for repairs, prioritizes improvements and additions to the 
system, and addresses funding mechanisms.  
 


